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By Dasee M. Hurrsan
“Speeciad 1o the Democat

If you are talented encugh 1o tick ride
2 barse with skills at an Olympic level
swith the beat of the August sun beating
dowsm on you, during the chill of &
January jce storm, in the rain with mid
slinging in your face, keep your school
grades up, carry leadership qualitics and
e willing to "Cowginl Up,” then you just
might have what if takes 1o become 3
Weatherford All-Amssicsa Cowgirl
Chick.

There are 15 such girls who do. They
possess traits that st them apant from
2zy ather mden drll team. They ride m
pﬂmpﬁhﬂdmﬁmn—
‘bers during rodeos; blazing from the
‘gates with honor and detarmiration while

spasting Tlags and fireworks that display

their American patriotism. They bave
rode it Humble, St Joe, Henderson,
Mesquite and Glen Ross. They have trav-

icked as fuzas Deaver, Colo. Yot the most
-meaningful performance for the Chicks

‘was in the Fort Worth Stock Show
Rodeo, They tried 1o ride in the Will

‘Rogers Coliseum for years but leamed

ﬂ.ﬁl.-wb;r invitation only. Last

“That was 3 great honor for us.” said
Trish Caner, the Chicks’ head coach und
drill coordinator. "Bu it was an even
grester honor 1o be askad to retsm and
pefomm there next year™

Each fime they ride i their red-, white-
e blue-sequined uniforms, they do it
fior o couse, one that they' take straight 1o
beart.
wears ago performing for crowids of spec-
tatoes at rodeo events across the
Metroplex doing what they love. A year
Inter they discovered that f-year-old Ty
Washburn, so of their honeshoer, Kim
‘Washbarn, had o mne form of cancer.
Devastated, (be Chicks brainstonmed on
how i help Ty onr. The decided o ride
i hosor of Ty 2nd dogated all procesds
10 his chemotherapy treatpents and med-
Ical expenses. Since their ride for Ty, the:

‘Chicks have performead in honor ot in

memaory of more than 100 “heroes ™
e call them our “heroes” bocause
they are who inspire us,” said Carter. Ty
Eas bost half of his facs and ooe eye dise
o canver and even 8t 10, kis attitnde &
famtzstic.”
“It would be 5o casy to give up as a child
having cancer but his sense of humar 15

They say it's worth the ride every time
they pesfomn.
“Far eight minuses they get a pain fiee

The Cowgid Chicks performed with styie and finesss ot this ysar's Parker County
Sharitfs Posse Fideo,

ride. Cancer can't beat that kind of
smide,” saud Carler,

Yet even ot the end of their perform-
2nce for their hero, they continge their
acts of kindness. They docate their
retired horses 1o the cancer patients they
side for in order to boost self conlidence
and for physical (herapeutic rding, They
ke part in the Make a Wish Foundation,
Specinl Ofympics and have been known
to deliver holiday dinners and Christmas
presents 1o pasiencs at Cock Children’s

The Chicks have been invited to per-
form at vanous competitions but decline
simply hecanse their motives aren’t for
sell glory; they ride fog the satisfaction of
the smiles that they peceive from their
heroes.

Guy Carter, manager and booking agent
for the Chicks, said, “Trophies and

plagues are grent bt the gicls aren'tin
need of them, They ride in mare than 70
rodeos per year, They keep busy and
don't have the time for competitions.™

Guy Carter also handles the wramglers
who belp coordinaze the efforts behind
the scene.

“We can’t do without them, they're the
wheels that niake the elock spin,” sad
Guy Carter. “They handie the horses,
tack and music. Each arena is different in
Teagth and widdh; it takoes a ot of hard
work and effort to customize each per-
formance.”

The girls that make op the Chicks are
s unigue a5 the group. They mnge in age
bt their determination is at the highest

Jevel They describe themselves s 0

close-knit family that will be there for
each other no matter the cost.
“It's such a joy and a privilege W ride

and be u part of this team. t's u dream
come true,” <aied Michel Willis, who kas
been a Chick for six years since their first
ride “h takes every coe of s 1o make it
wut.!‘mﬂldbbeamlednih

Chicks, Britini and Jacci, She stays
involved with her girs and comes to
every perfomance.

“They've kearned so moch about fife
since joining with the team.” sad Saer.
“They"ve developed some of the greatest
friendships and have learned responisibili-
ty; mainly because Trish demands it. It
an opportunity they wouldn't have gotten
threwiph any other means. The Lord put
us herr; sometimes things pest fall o
place and you know it's meant 1o be.”

Erin Mullis has oaly been with the
Chicks for a month but shases the same
team.

*They are so suppartive, they just wel-
comed e in like I'd been there forever,™
said Millis, “Tt's chailenging work — the
Tast thing | want to do is lag behind but
they are so considerate and make it 50
oo™

The Chicks have Jearned to adupt 1o
every obstacle that is thrown their way
— frown last minte changes in their ros-
fines, fo'the death of their lead horse,
Drade. Disde had 10 be put down after an
accident during one of their perfomances
2t the Parker County Sheriff's Powe
Rodeo last month. Kara Lowe, Dude’s
tider, and the Chicks suffered a hard
blow with Dude's passing but Lowe per-
formed the very next evening along; with
the Chicks on a bommowed hore, Despite
usual wricks hice the ippodrome, fender
drag, fourway cross, the death drag, &
crowd favorite called the pinwheel and
chutes 'n Ladders, all while making their
horses dance do-si-do style with amazing
timing, speed, accuracy and awe-inspir-
ing pageaniry.

*These gitls do this at their own
Guy Caner, “They should be commended
for that alope.”

They mske their horses run full speed,
$top, jazsp, turn oa a dime and give you
nine cents change. And they perform
say, “1 wanna be o Chick " And they keep
the fns coming back for mare of the
greatest show on &l

To view the Cowgid Chicks” schadule
and leam more, about the Chicks, log
oo www.cowgirichicks.com.



